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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten a time necessary for lighting up a 
light emitting element by supplying an operating current 
to each light emitting element by means of a constant 
current source. 

CONSTITUTION: A constant current source 121 supplies 
a constant current to each light emitting element 111, a 
switching means 131 switches the supply route of the 
current, and each light emitting element 111 is lit up 
at a selected point. In such a way, the constant current 
source 121 executes a control to decrease an internal 
resistance and to cause the current to rapidly flow to 
the light emitting element 111 at the time of the 
switching by the switching means 131. Thus, the time 
necessary for the lighting can be shortened, and the 
original reading speed of an active optical sensor can 
be also made high- speed. 
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